
Key Stage 1

Encourage the children to work collaboratively in small
groups to make some plaster casts.

Taking it Further 
Paint the plaster casts with ready mixed paint
mixed with a little PVA glue to stop it flaking
and to give a shiny finish. Look at ceramic tiles
with raised patterns then make square plaster
casts in response. 

CROSS-CURRICULAR

IDEA
History – ancient world and 

world cultures

Making an Impression

Materials 
Clay
Objects/tools to impress into clay e.g. sticks, shells etc.
Plaster of Paris or powdered all-purpose filler e.g. Tetrion®

Talcum powder
Disposable plastic tray
Spoon
Water.  

Method 
• Give each small group a piece of clay about the size of a small apple and ask

them to flatten the clay to 1 – 2cm thickness.

• The children can explore the kinds of impressions made by different tools or
objects. The beauty of clay is that it allows them to try out some different
ideas then smooth the clay out again ready to take their chosen impressions.

• Instruct the children to make their final impressions into the clay, avoiding
going too deep so that there are no holes in the bottom.

• Model how to roll out a piece of clay into a sausage shape. Press the sausage
of clay on to form a wall about 2cm high all the way round the impressions
then ask the children to do the same. Ensure there are no gaps anywhere.

• HEALTH AND SAFETY: An adult must mix the Plaster of Paris/all-purpose
filler. If using filler, mix to the consistency of thick pouring cream.

• Brush a little talcum powder all over the clay. This helps it to release easily
when the plaster cast has set.

• When the plaster is mixed the children can watch as it is poured into their
moulds and start to predict what they think might happen. In particular focus
on what the surface will be like. They impressed items into the surface so will
the plaster cast also have indented surfaces? 

• Encourage the children to discuss the process and consider how the
finished plaster cast might feel when it has set. Ensure that the children keep
their fingers away from the plaster until it has set.

• Once the plaster is completely dry the children can peel the clay away to
reveal the finished plaster cast.

• Help the children to draw some conclusions about the process e.g. indenting
the clay means the cast will have a raised surface.

Although safety requires the children to watch the plaster being mixed this activity still gives them plenty of involvement. In
particular, it enables them to concentrate on making predictions about how the finished cast might look and feel. Encourage
them to explain their reasoning as well as their predictions.
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The value of this activity lies in the way it combines many different skills; taking rubbings, using pattern, making print blocks, 
printmaking, repeat or rotating patterns as well as working with textiles.

Block Printing on Fabric

Key Stage 1

This activity moves from exploration of existing print blocks to the children 
developing their own, unique blocks and using them to print on fabric.

Materials
A variety of printing blocks (avoid foam blocks).
Wax crayons.
Paper.
Brusho®.
Thick card or pieces of wood.

Matchsticks.
PVA glue
Dip-dyed fabric (see Issue 5).
Ready-mixed paint.
Thin, flat washing-up sponge. 

Method

about their features e.g. designs, how they are made etc.

taking rubbings from them with wax crayons. Encourage them to use 
a variety of print blocks then wash over them with the Brusho®. These 
could be glued into sketchbooks later.

explain that they are going to make their own print blocks by gluing 
matchsticks onto the thick card/wood.

matchsticks on the print block, trying different designs until they find 
one they are happy with.

place and allow to dry.

or mixing tray and laying the flat washing up sponge on top. Cut the 
sponge to fit if desired. You might have to press on the sponge a few 
times to bring the paint to the surface.

onto the printing pad in order to ink up the block. The blocks may 
need to be pressed into the pad several times.

Techniques Issue 5. If this isn’t appropriate then use a plain coloured 
fabric as it can look a little stark on white.

on each others’ work.

Taking it Further
Depending on the size of the fabric the pieces could be 
joined together to make a larger length of fabric which 
could be hung in the classroom. Alternatively, the 
individual pieces of printed fabric could be used in the 
centre of a cushion or wrapped round thick card and 
displayed on the classroom wall.

Cross-CurriCular

Look at tessellating shapes 
in Maths as a link to the 

repeat prints
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